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The eastern Golden Eagle in brief

Breeds in eastern Canada
Winters in eastern USA

~190 known
territories in 

Québec (CDPNQ)

Québec: ~2/3 of 
known nests of 
eastern Canada

> 5000 individuals
in the eastern

population

Species of conservation concern
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Dennhardt et al. 2015. Biological Conservation 184:68–78. 
Morneau et al. 2015. Northeastern Naturalist 22:236–247.



Main 
anthropogenic 
threats
• Accidental trapping
• Poisoning
• Disturbance
• Collision
• Illegal shooting
• Habitat alteration
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Causes of admission to a 
provincial raptor 
rehabilitation program
(UQROP)

• 232 golden and bald eagles 
from 1986 to 2012

• Declaration rate: 33%
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bycatch in fur-animal 
traps
51%

Illegal shooting
7%

Electrocution
2%

Lead intoxication
2%

Unknown
27%

Other 
by-catches

3%

Fitzgerald et al. 2014. Naturaliste Canadien 139:82-89.

Disease
1%

Orphans
3%



How do bycatch 
occur?

• Opportunistic scavengers
• Mainly in fall
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Population 
consequences
• From 1986 to 2012, 34 golden 

eagles were reported as 
incidentally caught:

• 91% (31 individuals) were 
found dead on arrival.

• 3 were alive.
• 2 were released back into 

the wild.

6Fitzgerald et al. 2014. Naturaliste Canadien 139:82-89.
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The recovery strategy in action
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Change

Change methods for safer 
practices 

Educate

Educate trappers and raise 
awareness

Regulate

Mandatory declaration

Improve

Improve data collection
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Educate trappers 
and raise 
awareness

• Integrate safer practices in 
textbooks and courses

• Disseminate information:
• distribute flyers
• specialized journals
• trapper events
• Web diffusion

10

© MELCCFP



Mandatory 
declaration
• Obligation to declare injured 

or dead birds of prey 
• Art. 68 of the Act Respecting 

the Conservation and 
Development of Wildlife
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Next steps

• Continue education
• Updating the survey: 15 years 

after
• Evaluate the impacts on 

population demography
• May allow calculation of 

compensation
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